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Director’s Report: 
Thirty Years of CARING

In 1975 Gerald Ford was President,
the Viet Nam War ended with the
surrender of Saigon, Jaws was keeping
people out of the water, Saturday
Night Live started keeping people
home on Saturday nights, and Bobby
Bowden was still coaching at West
Virginia. In 1975 a small group of 
people from Central Methodist Church
decided to try to do something to help
children in Buncombe County.  In 1975
CARING for Children was created
with the goal of providing safe shelter
for children who were victims of
neglect or abuse.  In 1975 CARING’s
focus was solely on helping children.

I hate to disagree with one of
America’s foremost pundits, philosophers
and deep thinkers, Jimmy Buffet, but
despite all the “changes in attitudes and
changes in latitudes,” in 2005 some
things do “remain quite the same.”
Over those 30 years, through all of 
the growth and all of the changes,
CARING for Children is still focused
on helping children.

CrossRoads, CARING’s Day
Treatment Program for youth who
have been long-term suspended or
expelled from school is a case in
point.  Even though CrossRoads
has been a financial drain on
CARING since we adopted it in
2000, the Board of Directors has
remained committed to the program
because it provides a unique and
valuable service for Buncombe
County children who have been
long-term suspended or expelled
from school.

The summer of 2004 presented a
number of challenges for the CrossRoads
program.  First, CrossRoads’ expenses
had exceeded income for the third year

in a row.  Second, North Carolina’s on-
going process of Mental Health reform
was creating a questionable environment
for CrossRoads.  And, finally, CrossRoads
had to move to a new facility in 
September of 2004.  

Moving a program like CrossRoads
is more involved than just locating a new
facility.  The move required approval
from local government agencies as well
as approval from the state licensing body.
Under the best of circumstances, meeting
all of the requirements and getting the
requisite approvals takes time.  In the
fall of 2004, the devastating floods that
hit Asheville drastically complicated
the situation.  Although CrossRoads
was not directly affected by the floods,
all of the people involved in re-licensing
the program – from city officials to
architects – were focused on working
on the problems the floods created.  The
result was that a process that should have
been completed by December took until
the following July.

When it was clear that CrossRoads
would have to move, the Board of
Directors seriously considered closing
the program down until the move was
complete, all licenses were obtained,
and we could bill Medicaid for eligible
clients (only about half of the clients

served by CrossRoads are eligible for
Medicaid funding).  

Closing the program would clearly have
been the most financially conservative
course of action.  The problem, however,
was the youth being served in the 
program at the time of the move.  
The questions the Board repeatedly
asked were, what would happen to
those youth?  Where would they go?
How much education would they lose?
Would they ever go back to school?
What would their families do?  As has
been the case for the past 30 years,
concern for the children overrode
financial and business considerations
and, even though we did not receive
any Medicaid funding from September
2004 through July 2005, CrossRoads
remained open and served 21 young
people who would otherwise have
received no services at all.

Keeping CrossRoads open was
clearly a risk and required a total agency
commitment.  The unreimbursed
expenses associated with operating the
program last year exhausted most of
CARING for Children’s limited reserve
funds.  And, we certainly could not
have kept the program open at all had 
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CARING SPONSORS (continued)
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Newman
Mrs. Kathleen Pacetti
Party City  
Ms. Aileen Pearlman
Ms. Kate Perrotta
Piney Mountain United Methodist Women  
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Plumb
Mr. and Mrs. William Pomeroy
Mr. Carmine Ricciardelli
Ms. Wilma Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. William Rocamora
Rotary Club of Asheville-Biltmore  
Mr. and Mrs. John Ruhl
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Saenger
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Schmidt
Dr. and Mrs. Lary Schulhof
Ms. Alyssa Scully
Dr. and Mrs. J. Robert Scully
Dr. Jodi Shainberg
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sharp
Silver Line Plastics Corporation  
Ms. Betty Siviter
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Spradling
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Spragins
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stone
Mr. George Stowe
Ms. Susan Strickland
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Taylor
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Taylor
Ms. Claudia Ann Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Towery
Mr. and Mrs. William Trometer
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Van Tassel
Dr. and Mrs. Randall Vanderbeek
Mr. John Veach III
Dr. Barbara Veach
Mr. Jerome Vincent
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wansong
Mrs. Lois White
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Whitlock
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Williams
WNC Knitters & Crocheters for Others  
Mr. and Mrs. John Youngblood

CARING SUPPORTERS 

Abernethy UM Church 
Mr. Richard Allen
Mrs. Nancy Anthony
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Arnold
Asheville Grizzlies  
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ayers
Mr. Robert Baisley & Dr. Baisley
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Baldwin
Ms. Marsha Bate
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bayer
Mr. and Mrs. John Best
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Bird
Ms. Clara Bitter
Mr. Walter Boland
Mr. Cecil Bothwell
Mr. and Mrs. William Brittain
Ms. Rachel Buie
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burgin
Mr. and Mrs. David Burnette
Drs. Porter and Martha Claxton
Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Cody
Mr. and Mrs. John Cowan
Mrs. Jane Coxe
Dr. and Mrs. Norris Crigler
Curbside Management Inc.  

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Davis
Drs. Laurence and Joyce Dorr
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Duffy
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Efird
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff Efird
Dr. and Mrs. Elliott Exar
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fontaine
Ms. Mary Louise Frank
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Friedman
Gap Kids No. 09398  
Dr. and Mrs. Wesley Garbee
Mr. and Mrs. G. John Gilbart
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Gleason
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Goldstein
Ms. Mary Lou Griffin
Dr. and Mrs. Todd Hansen
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Hoffman
Mr. James Hurst
Mr. and Mrs. Danie Johnson
Mr. Roger Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Justice
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Kieffer
Mrs. Frances Killian
Mr. Ralph Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. John Link
Dr. Carol Long
Ms. Skye Ma
Ms. Elizabeth Madison
Mr. and Mrs. James McLean
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Narron
Dr. and Mrs. Lew Patrie
Mrs. Barbara Payne
Dr. and Mrs. James Payton
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Plaue
Mr. and Mrs. James Puckett
Mr. and Mrs. George Ramig
Drs. Kevin Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Roda
Mrs. Irene Scarborough
Mr. and Mrs. Orba Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Spangler
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Starnes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Steinback
Mr. and Mrs. David Stevenson
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Tescione
The Corner Kitchen  
Ms. Gail Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Turk
Mrs. Cindy Van Nort
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Welch
Mrs. Patricia Williams
Rev. and Mrs. Mason Wilson
Ms. Sarah Wyard

CARING CONTRIBUTORS 

Ms. Annie Ager
Dr. and Mrs. James Alexander
Alpha Concave - KKI  
Mr. G. E. Sigmon and Ms. Sheila O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Arakas
Misses Aya and Tal Avishai
Dr. and Mrs. Carter Bagley
Ms. Karen Baker
S L Barnwell
Mr. and Mrs. George Baumann
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Berce
Ms. Shirley Berdie
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bleynat
Mrs. John Boyce
Mr. Bill Boyum
Mr. John Bozeman
Mr. Donald Bridenstine
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Britton
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold Brown

Ms. Abigail Cable
Dr. Julia Capps
Dr. and Mrs. John Carter
Mr. and Mrs. James Cartwright
Mr. Fernando Casasco & Catherine Couch
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Comer
Ms. Anne Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Dalton
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Dillon
Ms. Dorothy Dunn
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil Durham
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Earle
Rev. and Mrs. O.C. Edwards
Mrs. Juanita Emmett
Ms. Carolyn Farmer
Blair Felder
Mr. and Mrs. E. Howard Ferree
Ms. Emmie Field
Ms. Elana Froelich
Ms. Clara Gilpin
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Heinze
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Higdon
Ms. Sandra Himzawi
Rev. and Mrs. H.D. Houck
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Maury Hurt
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Jaroslaw
Ms. Dorothy Johnson
Mr. Michael and Dr. Theresa Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jolley
Ms. Ellen Kaczmarek
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Kelley
Mr. John Kuhns
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart LeBlanc
Dr. Laurie Lemauviel
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ludlow
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard Marder
Dr. Mary Helen McConnell
Mr. and Mrs. E. McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Miller
Rev. and Mrs. Perry Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Moore
Mr. Denis Mueller
Mrs. Phyllis Myron
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Naimark
Ms. Sylvia Nicks
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nordeen
Mr. and Mrs. F. Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Price
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rice
Ms. Patricia Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Riddle
Roberts & Stevens, PA  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robinson
Ms. Carolyn Rogers
Dr. and Mrs. Amadeo Saeli
Dr. and Mrs. Wade Saunders
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Schapira
Dr. and Mrs. David Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Al Slaybaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Smith
Mr. and Mrs. S.M Springs
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stauffer
Mr. and Mrs. David Swing
Mr. and Mrs. William Sword
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Tunch Togar
C Tye
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Vogler
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Weidner
Ms. Janet Weiss
Mr. and Mrs. David White
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wiedeman
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ziemer
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Zullo

“In 1975, CARING for
Children was created with
the goal of providing safe
shelter for children who
were victims of neglect 

or abuse.”

John Lauterbach
Executive Director

(Continued from page 3) 
cannot always provide:  a solid structure of therapeutic
treatment, individualized academic assistance, and
empathetic professionals to help him five days a week.
Without the three legs of this support system, children often
fail or “fall through the cracks” of a less than seamless social
services system.  This was so in Jack’s case.

Initially, Jack viewed CrossRoads as punishment, a place
for “nut cases” and “ losers.” Over time, he learned that
CrossRoads helped he and his family set realistic
expectations and goals, and Jack learned about both the
positive and negative consequences of his behaviors.  Jack
graduated from CrossRoads and returned to public school.

So, there are times when the figurative “thunderstorms of
life” come fast and hard; the whirl winds make you feel
hemmed in and helpless.  Then, suddenly the sun comes out
and all that “rain” has nourished the seed.  It sprouts, straight
and strong, and its roots go deep.  Maybe the soil is richer
than we first imagined!                         * Name has been changed 

Project Home Base –  By Tim Cross, Program Coordinator

Sarah (not her real name) is 16 years old.  She and her
family were referred to Project Home Base (PHB) by
Buncombe County’s Department of Social Services (BCDSS).
Sarah was considered to be at high-risk of an out-of-home
placement following a substantiation of abuse against her father.
While the family was involved with PHB, Sarah’s father worked
to complete a series of anger management groups.

The PHB worker met with the family two to three times a
week for a period of six weeks.  The worker helped the family
to negotiate appropriate house rules for a 16-year-old and to
set up an age-appropriate reward/consequence system in the
home.  Also, the family began to learn new ways to
communicate and, towards the end of the PHB intervention,
the family decided to begin family counseling so that they
could continue to improve their communication with one
another.

At the family’s last meeting with the PHB worker, the
family said: “Thank you so much for coming into our home,
not to judge us, but to help us learn how we can do things
better … to help us keep our family together.”  The family
successfully completed the PHB program; Sarah’s father 

successfully completed his anger management groups;
BCDSS closed their case with the family; and, the family has
just completed their work with a family counselor.  

Nine months after completing the PHB program, Sarah
remains in her home and the family reports that things are
“better than ever.”  Recently, the family just called their
home-based worker to proudly announce that Sarah was just
accepted into a North Carolina liberal arts college.

Angels Watch Needs Foster Parents
By Rachel Fuller, Program Coordinator

Angels Watch is a unique foster care program that serves
children and their families in Buncombe County.  Ages for
children in care range from birth to 6 years old, with siblings
up to 10 years of age.  Fully licensed foster families provide
direct care, with 24/7 support from the staff of Angels
Watch.  There is no direct charge to the parents/guardians 
of the children in care.  Length of stay has a one-night 
minimum, and children can stay up to 90 days.  Extended
placements are available on a case-by-case basis.

CARING For Children Inc, recognized a growing need 
in Buncombe County to provide an alternative to loss of
custody for families by providing the opportunity of time and
assistance to secure healthier arrangements for their children.
For most families, Angels Watch will be a voluntary program.
There are many families who are in need of child care
or placement for their children due to unexpected 
circumstances such as: loss of job, hospitalization, domestic
violence, illness, etc.  This program is an alternative to the
traditional loss of custody. 

Angels Watch has been progressing during the past six
months. Angels Watch received the Janirve grant, which
allows the program to serve children who are not in DSS
custody.  There are currently nine youth in care, and there
are six active foster families. We are always recruiting foster
families for the growing need of the community.

Our Place Emergency Shelter
By Renaye Owen, MSW, Program Coordinator

Our Place is a temporary emergency shelter for children 
0-13.  Children enter the program and stay while their case
managers are working on a permanent placement in foster
care.  Some children are able to stay with one foster family;

others cannot find “the right fit” and come back to Our
Place while working on another foster placement.  

A year ago, a young lady came to Our Place and was in
the program over the Christmas Holidays.  She was 16 years
old, and she believed she was “quite grown up.”  It was very
difficult for the Department of Social Services DSS to find a
foster home for this young lady because of her age and
because of her “independence.”  Staff tried to help DSS find
a good placement, but each placement option “was not the
right one for her.”  She ran away several times from her 
foster placements, and each time returned to Our Place.
Finally, in August, the young lady walked into Our Place on
her own and asked for help.  She had struggled with “life on
life’s terms”, and was really ready to ask for help and try
again.  Recently, the young lady accepted a placement into a
therapeutic foster home through CARING for Children.  So
far, she is doing quite well.  When I talked with her after her
move and asked her how things were going, she was happy
and said, “ Renaye, it is not the best place, and it is not the
worst place.  I believe it is the ONLY place for me.”  

Counterpoint Group Home
By Renaye Owen, MSW, Program Coordinator

Counterpoint is a behavior management program.  Last
spring, a young man came to Counterpoint stating clearly
that he did not belong in the program.  He believed he was
above learning new skills and accepting consequences for his
behavior.  He was referred to the program because he liked
to smoke marijuana; he would even do it in front of the
police, and he truly believed there was nothing anyone
could do about it.  Counterpoint is not a substance abuse
program, and we accepted him into the program with some
hesitation.  But his assessment showed that substance abuse
was not his primary issue – his own arrogance was the real
problem.  After several months, the young man began to
realize he was responsible for his actions and his behaviors.
In short time, he turned his life around and he graduated just
a month ago.  I spoke to him recently, and he states things
are going well and that he will not be coming back to
Counterpoint ever again! Yeah!

The following is a letter written to Danyale Isaacs, Program Coordinator of the Respite Scholarship Program:

Dear CARING for Children Family,

I want to express my deep gratitude to you for allowing my family the opportunity to access the
Respite Scholarship Program. My husband and I have two adopted children who were in the social
services system for quite some time prior to the adoption. Our oldest has some severe emotional 
disorders and has been very difficult to control, especially as she gets older. She has very little
impulse control and gets in very dangerous situations sometimes.

We found out about the CARING for Children Respite Scholarship Program a couple of years
ago. Danyale helped us find a couple of Respite Providers that we have worked with over the years.
It is wonderful to be able to take a break from the high intensity of our home and just be able to go
to dinner, or the grocery store without worrying about what will happen. We have used the
Therapeutic approach to respite and it has virtually saved our family. If it weren’t for the respite
program, I am sure that we would have already had to place our child in an out-of-home placement. We
were considering this as an option when we found out about respite. Thankfully for our family, we
found a respite provider who was willing to work with our child and her therapist to give her the best
care possible and help us learn some new ways of parenting without having the extreme power
struggles that we were so accustomed to.

We appreciate everything that you do and hope for all the families out there like ours that this 
program can continue to be funded and even receive more funding so that all families in need can
receive as much respite as they need.

Thank you for your continued support of children and families in Buncombe County.



In July 2005, CARING for Children
received notification that it had been accredited
by the Council on Accreditation (COA).
COA accreditation attests that CARING for
Children meets the highest national standards
and delivers the best quality services to children
and families in Buncombe County. Remaining
true to its mission, CARING for Children is
the only COA accredited agency in Buncombe
County that exclusively serves Buncombe
County children regardless of their ability to
pay or draw on third party insurance or
Medicaid.  

COA is an international, independent,
not-for-profit accrediting body of social and
behavioral healthcare services.  COA’s mission
“promotes best practice standards; champions
quality services for children, youth, and
families; and advocates for the value of
accreditation.” COA accreditation attests
that an organization meets the highest
national standards and is delivering the best
quality services to the community it serves.
CARING is proud to join COA’s Community

In addition to celebrating 30 years of providing
shelter, treatment, and education to children and
families in crisis, CARING for Children honored
two of its founders – Bob and Lucretia (posthumously)
Weiler. Bob and Lucretia were members of the
Central United Methodist Church Sunday school
class who investigated what happened to children
who were taken from the home because of abuse
and neglect.  With the cooperation of the
Department of Social Services (DSS) they found
out there was a need in the community for a
group home for these children.  CARING for
Children’s first program, Our Place, was founded
and, 30 years later, continues to shelter children,
0-17 years of age, who are taken from their home
in an emergency situation.

CARING for Children, Inc. celebrated its
30th birthday at a party on Saturday, August 27
at the Cornerstone Group Home.  Donors and
community members were invited to attend and
tour Cornerstone, the program for young women
who are learning independent living skills, and
to participate in the birthday activities, which
included a silent auction balloon pop, a cake walk,
face painting, clowns, and caricature drawing, as well
as cake and ice cream refreshments.  Asheville-
Buncombe Community College freshmen students
helped by volunteering their support for the
event.

The Board of Directors and staff of CARING
for Children extend sincere appreciation to the
following individuals, families, businesses, and
churches. The generous support of our donors
enables CARING to continue the programs
necessary to serve youth and families in need.

CARING VISIONARIES

Central United Methodist Church  
Mr. Charles Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Finger
Janirve Foundation  
Mr. Robert Weiler
Mr. and Mrs. David Young

CARING BENEFACTORS

Dr. and Mrs. Mario DiCesare
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Granieri
Trinity Episcopal Church
Wee Trade Best Made  

CARING GUARDIANS

Mr. Tom Alexander
Mr. Charles Ansley
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Atwood
Mr. and Mrs. Ewart Ball
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Boyd
Carquest Distribution Center  
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cooper
Mr. Charles Culp
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Eckerd
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Eggan
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Eglinton
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Ferguson
First Presbyterian Church 
Gannett Foundation  
Givens Estates UM Community  
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Howard
Mr. E. Huisking
Jubilee Community Church  
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Lenderman
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Mangone
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Manofsky
Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Martin
Ms. Julie McKelvy
Mrs. Penelope Ponder
Skyland United Methodist Church  
Spear and Wills Builders, Inc.  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Spear
St. Eugene Church  
Mr. and Mrs. William Szymczyk
The Glass Foundation, Inc.  
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Williams

CARING PATRONS

Abernathy United Methodist Forum Class  
Asheville Mothers of Multiples  
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Charlotte Carlisle
Mr. James Dalton
Ms. Kate Dreher
Dr. and Mrs. William Eby
Mr. and Mrs. Don Fortuna
Grace Baptist Church  
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hanich
Mr. and Mrs. William Hansen
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Harley
Home Builders Association of Greater Asheville  
Mr. and Mrs. David Ivey
Mr. and Mrs. George Ivey

Ms. Joan Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. Hal Lawrence
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Liggett
Parsec Financial Management, Inc.  
Mr. Donald Pfister
Rotary Club of Asheville - West  
Sam’s Club Foundation  
St. Barnabas Church  
Mr. and Mrs. Dana Stonestreet
Mrs. Shirley Tenney
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Woffindin

CARING FRIENDS

Alpha Delta Kappa  
Mr. Ed Anderson
Asheville Business Achievers Association  
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Boyer
Ms. Mary Carpenter
Cintom’s, Inc.  
Mr. and Mrs. Julyan Davis
Ms. Kathleen Davis
Doctors Chambers & Baechtold, DDS  
Ms. Jennie Eblen
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Fluharty
Ganly, Ramer, and Strom  
Grace Episcopal Church  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Green
Mr. and Mrs. William Greene
Ms. Stephanie Greer
Groce United Methodist Church  
Mrs. Robert Habel
Dr. Sonia Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Glennon James
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Jordan
Ms. Patsy Keever
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Kelly
Mr. Sergei Kucherov
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Owen
Mr. John Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Shealy
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sherman
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Smith
Mr. and Mrs. James Stanford
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Thorsen
Mr. and Mrs. Mack Tindal
Dr. John Van Alstyne
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Vasey
Wal-Mart  
Dr. and Mrs. William Wharton
WZNN SuperTalk 1350 Radio  
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Yelton

CARING SPONSORS

Access II Care of WNC  
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Alexander
All Pets Animal Hospital  
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 2  
Mr. and Mrs. James Aydelotte
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Baker
Ms. Betsy Ball
Dr. and Mrs. Leland Bartholomew
Mr. and Mrs. C. Robert Bell
Blue Ridge Wellness Center  
Brookwood Home Builders  
Dr. Cynthia Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Nathan Burkhardt
Ms. Lana Burns, Trustee
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Butler
Carolina Furniture Concepts  

Casette Duplicating Services  
Mr. Ted Chellis
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day-Saints
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Corliss
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Charles David
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Shannon Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Deibert
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dillon
Mr. Mark Doty
Mr. and Mrs. George Duffie
Drs. Stephen and Constance Ely
Mr. and Mrs. Durward Everett
First Presbyterian Church Women  
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fitzpatrick
Ms. Julia Flowers
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Friedman
Friends of the South Buncombe Library  
Mr. and Mrs. Dana Frye
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. James Goethe
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Goldsby
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goodman
Mr. David Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hall
Mrs. Dorothy Hamill
Ms. Diane Hammar
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Hart
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Hickey
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hogstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hollis
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Holt
Dr. and Mrs. Stace Horine
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hornsby
Mr. and Mrs. George Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Huang
Dr. and Mrs. Olson Huff
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Inlay
Mrs. Carey Jackson
Ms. Janet Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Jones
Dr. and Mrs. James Karegeannes
Mrs. Leah Karpen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Killian
Judge Rebecca Knight
Mr. S. David Knisley
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Knollman
Lavonia Baptist Church  
Ms. Deborah Lawrence
Ms. Geraldine Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lindsay
Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. George Macatee
Mrs. Norma Marcotte
Mr. Dennis Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Luck McElreath
Mr. and Mrs. Gary McMahill
Mr. and Mrs. Kerney McNeil
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Merrill
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Miller
Mr. John Modaff
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Mozian
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Neimkin

(Continued on page 5)

2004-2005 Donors to the CARING for Children Mission

of Excellence that includes more than 1,000
private and public organizations that serve
over 6,000,000 children, individuals, and
families in the United States and Canada.

The COA accreditation process involved
an in-depth examination of the organization’s
compliance with best practice standards.  The
process included a review of organizational
standards including human resources, financial
and risk management and continuous quality
improvement as well as reviewing all of
CARING’s services.  CARING for Children
accomplished the goal of accreditation using
existing staff and volunteers.  Unlike most
agencies seeking to become accredited for the
first time, CARING did not hire outside
consultants or additional administrative staff.  

The programs provided at CARING
for Children and accredited by COA include
Our Place, Trinity Place, Cornerstone,
Counterpoint, Angels Watch, CrossRoads,
Project HomeBase, and Intensive Family
Preservation.

Director’s Report: Thirty Years of CARING
(Continued from page 1)

it not been for the commitment and contributions of
people like Bob Weiler, a Board member who was
instrumental in finding a suitable facility; Bob Spear,
Board member and contractor who donated much of
his time to help renovate the new facility; John
Fisher and Pete Booth, architects who donated their
time; and, people from the City of Asheville and the
Division of Facility Services who helped facilitate the
licensing process.  

Fiscal year 2004 – 2005 was indeed challenging.
Throughout all of the challenges, however, CARING
for Children remained true to its formal mission of
nurturing hope and creating safety in the lives of
children and families in crisis by providing high
quality care, shelter, education and treatment.  And,
perhaps more importantly, CARING for Children
remained true to the vision of that Sunday School
class from 1975 – and, despite all the problems,
roadblocks, and risks, kept the focus of the agency
squarely on helping children and families.  

Yes, some things can “remain quite the same.”

In honor of CARING for Children,
Inc., Trinity Episcopal Church will host
“One Enchanted Evening,” Friday, February
10, 2006, from 6:30 pm until 9:00 pm. The
benefit will feature music by George and Ira
Gershwin and will be performed by Trinity’s
celebrated choir, conducted by the church’s
musical director, Sharon Carleton. Tickets
for the evening, which will include a three-
course dinner and silent auction, are $35 
per person or $70 per couple.  The Auction
will be led by entertaining auctioneers
Cynthia and Edwina Bringle from Penland,
NC and include getaway stays at vacation
homes, jewelry, and a catered lobster dinner
for eight.

CARING for Children
Attains Accreditation

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 

CARING for Children

A Commemorative Book celebrating CARING for Children’s 30th Birthday is at the publisher.  Thanks to Dr. Mario DiCesare for taking on this monumental 
task and additional thanks to those who contributed to the book.  We expect to have it completed by the end of the year.

The event raised over $6,000 to fund
CARING’s programs to provide services for
Buncombe County children and their families,
regardless of their ability to pay or draw on third
party insurance or Medicaid.

CARING for Children
Fundraiser

“One Enchanted Evening” 
– A Musical Celebration of Love 

and Romance

Thanks to those who have made 
contributions thus far for the event:

Debbie and Eric Cox
Bob Carr
Tom Finger
Barbara Fisher Vinton Murray
Baggy Goose 
Laurie Masterson
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Membership and Choir
Bank of America
Alta Vista
Wendy’s
Josh Williams Enterprises
Plus Linen
Cynthia and Edwina Bringle 
Grace Pless
Trinity Episcopal Choir
Central United Methodist Church
Target
Nancy Ellington 
The Wine House

CARING for Children 
Board of Directors 2005-2006

Officers
Tom Finger, President
Mark Stone, President-Elect
Marcia Lawrence, Secretary
Danny Yelton, Treasurer

Board Members
Philip Atwood
Brenda Ball
Martha Boyd
Mary Carmack
Mario DiCesare
Kate Dreher
Andrea Eglinton
Genevieve Fortuna
Tim Fry
Diane Hammar
Chris Lenderman
Larry Liggett
Lee Anne Mangone
Susan Martin
Susan Parke
Robert Spear
Bob Weiler
Elisabeth Wharton

Ex-Officio Members
Tom Alexander
Robert Blackburn
Sylvia Clement
Janet Kelly
Richard Smyth

Executive Director
John Lauterbach

Cornerstone –  By Mazie Warters, Program Coordinator
Four years ago, L.N. arrived at Cornerstone after being

taken into the custody of the Department of Social
Services.  She was a senior at Asheville High School and
had plans to attend college.  The shock of losing her family
created doubt and fear about her future.  Cornerstone
staff were determined to show her she could still pursue
her dreams.

As part of the program, the staff took the girls to tour
several colleges, and L.N. became interested once again in
pursuing her dream of a college education. Staff provided
emotional support and encouraged L.N. and helped her
search for scholarships, student loans, and donations.
Staff hosted a “college shower” for L.N. and, finally, the
big day arrived.  L.N. graduated from Asheville High and
left to attend UNC-Charlotte.  L.N. worked hard,
graduated in May, 2005, and already has a job. 

Cornerstone has continued to help other girls learn
about opportunities for higher education.  Since L.N.
went to UNC-C, Cornerstone has provided encouragement
and assistance to young women entering Asheville
/Buncombe Technical College, Central Piedmont
Community College, and Winston-Salem State University.
At Cornerstone, we believe education is a big part of
building the road to success, along with employment, 
self-care, and housing. 

Trinity Place –  By Mazie Warters, Program Coordinator

A couple of years ago, two young boys (Bob and Fred,
not their real names) showed up in the early morning
hours accompanied by a police officer.  The boys and
their mother were facing a hopeless situation.  They had
been living in a car, and the winter temperatures had
made it impossible for them to stay warm.  Mom was
homeless and had an addiction problem.  With Bob and
Fred safe at Trinity Place, Mom knew the boys were warm
and safe, had three meals a day, and could stay focused on
school.  She was able to check into a substance abuse
program, look for a job, and find public housing.  After a short
period of time, the family was reunited for their new start.

The best part of this story occurred around the end of
this September when Bob dropped by Trinity Place to say
hello and to update us on how everyone was doing.  Fred
had completed school and lives in Panama City, Florida.
Mom has stayed clean and continues to be part of the boys’
lives.  Bob is a junior in high school and plays football so
well that scouts have been talking to him about college
scholarships.  Bob’s smile could not have been bigger as he
shared his good fortune.  As he gave me a goodbye hug, I
could not help but think about how far he has come and
how far he will go.

CrossRoads –  By Bill Moore, Teacher at CrossRoads

Sometimes we, as staff, think back and wonder if we
have helped a child.  We can only hope that we have
“sown some seed” that will eventually sprout and bear
fruit.  Most of the time we never find out.  So, it came as
a surprise when my 16-year-old child answered the phone
the other day and said, “Dad, someone wants to talk to
you.”  I heard a vaguely familiar voice over the phone:
“Hi, Mr. Moore.  This is Jack*.  Do you remember me?  I
just wanted to say ‘thank you’ for helping me.  I was really
mixed up for a while.  I’m in college now at AB Tech and
things are going well for me.”

When Jack came to CrossRoads, he was, both literally
and figuratively, at a “crossroads” in his life.  He was
academically capable but was experimenting with drugs,
hanging with the wrong crowd, and generally angry and
confused.  Jack’s parents were divorced.  His mom was
involved and interested in her son’s future but, like many
single parents, was at a loss as to what to do to keep Jack
from self-destructing at the age of 16.  Jack knew he was
squandering his potential, but his bitterness at life was
keeping him from acting on that potential. 

Crossroads was able to offer Jack, on a consistent basis,
three things that public education, independent mental
health providers, and even the most caring parents 

(Continued on page 7)

Just a Few of CARING for Children’s Success Stories...


